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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CATTLE, TICK
EMBARGO.

Hon, J. EWING asked the Colonial Sec-
retary: 1, Will he l1ay on the Table of the
House papers dealing with the raising of
the embargo on tick cattle from the North-
West entering the southern portion of the
Statet 2, How many of these cattle have
entered the southern distriets pgince the em-
bargo wae removed?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The papers have been laid on the Table.
2, 1,471, but there is no possible danger
of infection, as they have all been twice
thoroughly dipped and inspeeted prior to
being trucked.

QUESTION—COET OF LIVING
COMMISSION,

As to Government Aotion.

Hon. E. H. HARRIB agked the Colonial
Beeretary: Hae anything been dome by the
Government to give effect to the two motions
tabled by the Premier (Hon. P. Collier),
carried by the Legislative Assembly on
12th October, 1922, and reading as fol-
lows: (1) That in the opinion of this
House a Royal Commiesion should be ap-
pointed for the purpose of ascertaining what
som of money is necesgary to allow a rea-
sonable minimum standard of living, hav-
ing due regard for the obligation entailed
in the maintenance of an average family.
(2) That in the opinion of this House the
Government should introduce legislation
during the present session for the purpose
of providing ecompensation for workers
affected hy occupational ailments and dis-
seages,

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY replied:
1 and 2, No. The matter will be dealt
with by legislation dnring the present ses-
sion.

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.
Sirth Day.
Ddebate resumed from previous day.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.35]: Beforé speaking to the motion for

the adoption of the Address-in-reply, I de-
sire to assoriate myself with the hearty wel-
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come extended to the new members by
previous speakers, and also to join with
them in the expressions of regret concern-
ing mniembers who were not returned. I
feel sure that the sineere and kind greet-
ings extended to them, and the views that
have been expressed by those hon. members
whoe have preceded me, should cnable our
pew mempers to realise that the older
members entertain a very wide anmd liberal
outlook upon affairs, and that they are im-
bued with the noble ideal of advancing the
State and the betterment of ils people as
a whole. Tt will be acknowledged by all
members that it is a distinet honour to he-
Jong to this Chamber, and I asingercly hope
that the mew members will grow to apjpre-
ciate that feeling, and that they will <hem-
selves entertain it as strongly as the older
members do now, I trust, further, that
they will work to preserve the integrity of
this Chamber and the maintenance of the
rights and privileges that belong tv it and
ity members, 1 did not have the pleasure
of being a member of the House when Mr,
Drew held the position of Leader of the
House previcusly. I have known Mr. Drew
for many years, and I know that the record
of his achievements in this Chamber has
survived, I feel certain that we way rely
upon the Minister guiding the destinies of
the Chamber with the same degree of wis-
dom and ecare as was displayed by him
in earlier Parliaments. Of Mr. Hickey, the
Honorary Miniater associated with Mr.
Drew, I can only say that I have known
him ever since I have been in the House
and, having been on the most friendly
terms with him, I know that he will display
that energy and zeal in his new office that
characterised his efforts as a private wem-
ber. I am sure he will devote his best co-
deavours to improving the position of the
State at large. It will be acknowledged
that no onme eould object to support being
accorded to the motion for the adoption of .
the Address-in-reply. It is my intention to
gupport it, but in doing so I will venture
to make one or two observations regarding
some of the matters dealt with in fhe fiov.
ernor’s Speech, The first and outstanding
item reterred to in that declaration of Gov-
ernment policy refers to immigration and
land settlement in the following terms—

My Ministers regard a jolicy of immi-
gration aad land settlement, combined
with the development of our natural re-
gources, as of paramount importance. To
the extent rendered pessihlz by fuanein!
agsistanee reccived, and by land made
available for selection, our kinsmen from
oversras will he warmly welcomed.

The determination of the Government to
continee the policy of immigration and land
gettlement will he heartily approved by all,
It has received the support of speakers wheo
bhave preceded me. Certainly the Govern-
ment displayed commendable caution in ang-
gesting the qualification contained in that
paragraph., The Governm.nt state they vill
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carry out that policy to the extent ren-
dered possible by the financial assistance re-
ceived, and by the area of land available for
selection. T commend them for that quali-
fication, beeause we are given to under-
stand that the cost of settling migrants
will work out at considerably more than
the amount originally estimated. That
amount ranged from £1,000 to £1,200. Lat-
ter-day estimates indicate that the cost will
more likely be double that amount, If, for
example, we did what was indieated in the
Governor’s Speech of 1922, namely, the
gettlement of 6,000 farmers, at a cost of
£1,000  per settler, the whole of the
£6,000,000 for which the ex-Premier made
arrangements in London would have been
absorhed, withont leaving any money avail-
able for settling other migrants who were to
comc to Western Australia. Let me refer
to the Governor’'s Speech of 1922, which
stated—

The arrangement contemplates the
taking from Great Britain of 75000
men, women and ehildren in a period of
three to five years, the direct aim being
an annual total of 25,000 souls.

The Government econtemplated earrying
out the scheme in three years.
Under the agreement entered into with
the Commonwealth Goverument, the
whole cost of propaganda work, exam-
ination and passages is borne by the
Commonwealth Government, whilst the
State, through officers of its own
nomination, maintains control of the
selection of immigrants. The Common-
wealth Government further undertskes
to return to Britain, at its own cost,
any immigrants who on or shortly after
arrivel are found to be unfit, by reason
of mental or physical defects, to take
their place in the industrial life of the
community. The aprecment bhetween
the Imperial Government, the Common-
wealth Government and the State Gov-
ernment provides that in respect of the
75,000 immigrants £6,000,000 of money
shall be made available to the State in
annual instalments in the proportion of
£2,000,000 to eacb 25,000 immigrants.
That works out, as Mr, Lovekin told wus
Yesterday, at £8 per head.
The interest on this money for the firat
five years after each moiety is raised
will be borne by the Imperial, the Com-
monwealth and the State Governments
in equal parts. The per capita payment
of 25s. anmuvally by the Commonwealth
to the State under the Sunrplus Revenue
Aet will be angmented on aceount of
the 25,000 new arrivals by a sum almost
sufficient to pay the State’s third of the
interest bill. Thus, not only will the
immigrants be landed in the State frea
of all cost, but each loan raised under
the arrangement will be free of interest
charge to the State for a2 period of five
years.

{COUNCIL,]

That agreement contemplated settling
75,000 men, women and children in three
to five years. If we take it on the basia
of three years, it would mean 25,000 per
annum. By the end of July, 1923, we
should bave added 23,100 men, women anid
children to the population, and by the
end of July, 1924, another 25,000, making
a total of 50,000 to date. The Governor's
Bpeech at the opening of the present
sessinon stated—

The group system, of which there are
now 124 units, with a poputation of
approximately %776, will be continuwd;
apd a Royal Commission to investigate
many phases of group settlement will
be appointed at an early date.

There we have the sum total of immi-
pgrants that have arrived under this
scheme. Jnstead of getting 50,000 addi-
tional men, women and children, wa have
got only 8,776. It was intended to settle
6,000 additional farmers chiefly in the
Bouth-West at a cost of £1,000 per head,
and that would have absorbed the whole
of the £6,000,000 withont leaving a penny
piece for the benefit of other immigranta
arriving here. The statistics show that
there has not been such an increase in the
population as was contemplated. This
being the case, it is obvious there is some-
thing lacking. What it is I do not know,
but I think it justifies investigation. I
ghall support the appointment of a Royal
Commigsion. T agree to a certain extent
with what Mr. Holmes said about having
before us the result of the inquiry into
the gettlement of the Peel Estate, bat I
think both Mr, Holmes and Mr, Lovekin
will admit there are other phases con-
nected with the South-West groups that
should be inquired into.

Hon. .JJ. Cofnell: No one ran say what
the Peel Estate will be in 10 years’ time.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Mitchell Govern-
meat prevented us from inquiring into
other than the Peel Estate settlement.
We would have looked into the others for
the purpose of comparison.

Hon, J. NICHOLBON: These matters
should be investigated. There is a large
sum of money involved, and we as custo-
dians of the public funds must see that it
is wisely and properly expended. The de-
sire for an inquiry arises, not out of amy
antagonism to those who launched the
scheme, but from a desire to help them
and the State. 1 do not wish to eater
into any unnecessary <oatroversy on the
subject of the agreement—Mr, Lovekin
dealt with it fully yesterday—but I think
I am expressing the view of every member
wlhen 1 say that oo one doubts the honesty
and sincerity of the ex-Premier. He is an
honourahle man and a true patriot. What-
ever wo can do to make a success of the
scheme he has fathered will be appreciated
by him.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is so.
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Hon. J. Ewing: The hon. member said
8ir Jemes Mitchell had no eapaeity.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: I do not think
he said that.

Hon. J. Ewing: Yes, be did.

Hon. G. W, Miles: He meant as a leader.

Hon. J. Cornell : The agreement pre-
supposed that for every man settled,
uthers would be absorbed, which is abso-
lutely absurd.

Hon, J. XNTCHOLSON: YWhen I first saw
the agreement I took the view that,
though it appeared to the Premier to be
a good one, we would be assuming a
burden of £6,000.000. It is troe an interest
concession was promised for a period of
five years, but that was ingufficient, hav.
ing regard to the cireumsfances prevailing
then and now. There was a large number
of unemployed in Great Britain to whom
dolea were being paid, and it was to the
advantage of the Qld Country to get rid
of as many of the surplus population as
possible. The money might well have
been given to na, instead of asking us to
accept the liability for its repayment. As
an alternative the Imperial Government
ghould have advanced the money to the
settlers themeelves, and taken security for
it over the properties that we were pre-
pared to give the gettlers free of cost.

Hon. A. Lovekin: And that iz what
could have been done.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN : The Imperial
Government could have expended the
money on the different properties and
taken the security direct. Then, instead
of the State being saddled with a liability
of £6,000,000, it would have had the
benefit of the settlement, and the settlers
would have been responsible to the Im-
perial Government.

Hon. .J. Duffell : That is the
sensible suggestion T have heard.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: I made that sug-
gestion at the time. I am glad to hear
that Senator Wilson is likely to secure a
modification of rhe agreement, and I hope
it may be on the lines I have indicated. Tf
he ean secure a modification, no one will be
better pleased than the ex-Premier. Tnvolved
in the group settlement scheme is the vexed
question of finance, Tt has been the
most erucial question of the debate; it is,
in faet, the keystone of the whole of our
State activities. Whilat I admit that it is
a cause for congratulation that we have re-
duced the deficit to £229,158, as compared
with £403,351 last year, we must not lose
sight of the fact that we still have an ae-
cumulated deficit of over six million pounds.
{t is trne that there may be certain amonnts
to add to that, but it is also true that we
have 2 sinking fund pgreater than the
amount of the total deficit, or perhans equal
to it. At one time T suggested that the
two—the accumulated deficit and the aink-
ing fund—were running a sort of neck and
neck race to see which would overtake the

mo&t
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other. But the position remains that we
are still responsible, and instead of our
wiping oul the defici{, and placing some-
thing to credit towards reducing our total
indcbltedness, we still have that load on our
shoulders. It is a serious burden, and thers
is only ome goal which, in my opinion, tha
Government should strive to attain, and
that is the goal of keeping the expenditure
below the revenue. Of course I recogniss
that this will be very difficult,

Hon. J. Ewing: It is very close now.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It is closer now
than it has ever been before.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is close, on paper
only.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, on paper.
Whilst I believe that the present Govern-
nient will make an effort in this direction
T sineerely hope that they will not have re-
course to increased taxation. I express thias
hope for the reason emphasised by Mr.
Lovekin yesterday, that Western Australia,
compared with the other States occupies a
very invidious position. The other States
have a lower rate of tazation than ours,
and thereby they are able to induce in-
vestors to go to thosa States, and men who
are prepared to establish industries will do
8o there in preference to setting them np
here.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: The present Pre-
mier, in a pre-election speech, said that
there would be no inerease in taxatiom.

Hon., J. NICHOLSON: I am pleased to
hear that,

Hon. A, Lovekin: I hope he will honour
the promises of the late Government.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There are cer-
tain ways in which the goal to which I have
referred can be attained. One is by prac-
tising wise economies. It is essential, of
course, to maintain the activities of the
State, but that economies can and shonli
be practised is undenimble. It is for the
members of the Government to ascertain
the best way in which that can be done, An-
other course iz to endeavour to induce in-
vestors to come here and estahblish indus-
tries a0 as to increase our activities and
our avenues of employment for the people,
so that when we do get our population
added to, as we hope will be the case, we
shall then be able to meet that influx cf
population by having industries to provide
employment. There is no use in bringing
out 73,000 or 100,000 people to this coun-
try and to expect that every man jack ot
them will settle on the land, beeause they
will mot. A big proportion of those men
went to settle in the towns; most of them
are men whose habits have heen formed
and moulded in towns, and are therefore
no more suited for emplovment on the land
than—I was going to sav—myself. Of
eourse I am hardly suited for work on the
land.

Hon, A. Lovekin: We want provision
made for our growing youths.
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Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: That is a wise
remurk, If we do mot establish industries
in which the youth of the country can oh-
tuin employment, we are going to destroy
the manhood of the country, and seriously
affect the State’s future. I hope the Gov-
ernnient will work towards that end. There
is one thing the members of the Govern-
meut, as sensible men, must bear in mind,
imd it is that they cannot continue to o -
cupy the positivn they find themselves in
to-day with State industriea. State indus-
tries are opposed to the establishment of
industries by private enterprise. We must
give every encouragement to people who are
prepared to inveat their capital in industries
in Western Australia, and wa must make
sure that that money, launched in the es-
tablishment of industries, will not be en-
cronched upen by the State.

Hon. JJ. Cornell: State enterprises are
net competing with private enterprisa to-
dey.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: The influence ia
there,

Hon, .. Cornell: There is an hLonour-
able understanding that State enterprises
shall sell at the same price as the others.

Hon. J. NICHOLBON: That is not the
point. The mere fact that the State con-
cerns may be selling at the same rates as
the others does not remove the objection
that I have always maintained is present in
conpection with State industries.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The greater the anc-
cess 'of the Stats enterprise, the greater is
the menace to the community.

Hon. A. Burvill: The Federal tariff is
a hindrance to the successful carrying on
of enterprises.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not think
that the Federal tariff is a hindranes in
that respect.

Hon. A. Barvill:
jam factory?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: In that respect
it will be observed from the specch de-
livered by the Federal Treasurer the other
day that he recognises that the position ot
Western Australiz demands speeial con-
sideration. One of the things in connection
with which that consideration ia deemed to
be necessary is the dumping of goods from
the Eastern States. The Tariff Boara, wnen
over here, had an opportunity of going into
that question. I know several who gave evi-
dence hefore the board and the position
was thoroughly ventilated. I believe the
Tariff Board presented a report which 1
have not had the pleasure of reading, but
which report threw a great deal of light on
the unfair position in which Western Aus-
tralia was situated on acecount of the atti-
tude adopted by certain manufactvrers in
the Easterfh States.

Hon. A. Burvili: Do yon not think that
does more harm than the State enterprises?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: XNo. It is pro-
posed that a TRoyal Commission shall in-

What about the loeal

[COTNCIL.]

quire mto this matter, in adiition to others,
snd uo doubt legislation will follow to meet
the position.

Hen. J. M. Mocfarlane: If the Federal
Government o interfers, thot will not jus-
tify the continuanee of Mtate trading.

Hon, J, NHHOLSOXN : 1 agree with that,
but dealing with that particalar phase, it is
ovr right to demand frose the Fedsral Par.
liament seme protection so that we may
establish our industrics.

Houn. A. Lovekin: What
stitutiom say?

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: [ rceognise the
constitntional difficulty, but at the same
time something shou)d he done, and if they
are going to show a Federal spirit they must
do justice to Western Australia.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They get tonnd the
Constitutiou in connection with other
matters.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 do not care
what happena to the State trading concerns;
they are at all times a hindranes to de-
velopment by private enterprise.

Hon. J, Cornell: The State trading con-
cerns were established to police the others,
but they have gome in with the burglars.

Hon., J. NICHOLSON: T hope tbat the
position will be thoroughly investigated by
the Federal Government, There is another
matter whiech might be mentioned—I am
dealing of course with the question of how
we can teach the goal to which I have ve-
ferred, making the revemue and expenditure
at least balance, ard if possible show a
credit balance. I have suggested two
courges, economy and the encouragement of
pricate enterprise. [ would also indicate
something whteh affeets every seetion of the
community, whether emplover or employee,
and it is that all should depend more on
self-help and industry rather than on the
uovernment. The Government should not
be looked upon as & good old mileh cow that
is expected to yield to every request made
by road board, public bodies, or private in-
stitution. Let us try to depend more on
self-help. It does mnot matter whether it
be even a question of the reduction of hours
on the part of an employee beeause it all
tends towards reducing the productive
power of the State. It is making it more
difficult to carry on the work of government.
These are all points that might well be borne
in mind. We are all concerned in the wel-
fare of the Btate, and should try to lessen
rather than increase the trsk of government.
In considering our financial diffienlties we
have been reminded vn many occasions of
the disadvantageous results acerning from
Federation. Whilat it iz true that Federa-
tien has certain advantages, it also has cer-
tain disadvantages. I am pleased to note
from the Budget speech to which T have
already referred that our position is recog-
nised as exeeptional, and that consideration
will be given to it by means of a Royal
Commirnion. A little lesa than a vear apgo,
when the ex-Premier delivered his Budget

dJown the on-
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sp.el, he emphasised the position in the
fulluning words:—

It is true the Federal Government pay
us a per capita amount of 25s, a =pecial
grant of £120,060, and £29,000 interest on
transferred properties. From these three
spurces last year we rveceived a total
amount of £583,1%6. This rear the esti-
mated amount s £383,341.  But let us
logk at taxation. Last year, the Federal

(vovernment collected in  this  State
£2,359,443. In taxation they received
£715,224, and in Customs £1,002,352,

Hon, W. €, Apgwin: | am not so sure
about the (‘ustoms, for a lot of our gowls
came from the Eastern States.

The Premier: But that was the amount
they collected from Customs in this State.
The gooils transhipped from the Eastern
States to Western Australia paid duty in
the Eastern 3tates. From Exeise, they
collected £572,690, and from other sources
£69,177. Se, after paying the per capita
amount, and the apécial grant, totalling
£354,231, they got last year £1,805,712 in
taxation from our people, as against the
£987,558 taxation collected by the State
Government, which, added to the per
capita payment and the aspecial grant,
gave the State Government a total of
£1,541,789 as against the £1,805,212 paid
to the Federal Treasurer.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: The Federal Gov-
crnment have to pay interest on our war
loans, and also provide for defence.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We have plenty of
margin in that to pay our own,

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: It is well worth
inguiry and, as I say, it has heen pointed
cut that our State is under exceptional cir-
cumgtances. I hope the position will be
realised and that the Government, through
the Royal Commission, will put the facts
before the Iederal Government in the most
foreible way possible, so that we may get
fair treatment. I do not propose to go fur-
ther inte the subject of finance, but will
deal briefly with one or two other questions
referred to in the 8peech. There is that
of the mining industry. T listened with in-
terest to what Mr. Kirwan said on this sub-
ject. Tt is most regrettable that an indus-
try that, at one time, waa the mast flourish-
ing in Western Australia, should at present
be really in a state of decay. The causes
of that are te a certain extent attributable
to over-legislation. Of course the incressed
eost of production has weighed very seri-
ously agninst the development of the in-
Anatry, just as it has adversely affected
many other indusiries. Whatever can be
done to revive the mining industry should
be done. Having regard to the large in-
crease in the cost of production, it was un-
wise on the part of both the ¥ederal and
State Governments to make the position
more difficult by imposing taxation on pro-
fite. It is pleasing to note that they are
rreking to remedy this to a certain extent.
But it is soggested that the proposed

remedy will merely be something in the
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nature of a relivf to the owners of mines
frem taxation until such time as their work-
ng cuapitul Lus been returmed to them. 1t
oveurred to me when Mr, Kirwan was deal-
ing with this wmatter that the propeszl on
the part of the Federal und the State CGov-
eruments will not gro far cnough. The other
day a deputation wiited on the Premier in
reference to this subject, and he promiscd
to give their proposals consileration. But
a velief of trar nature will not revive the
industry to the extent nevessary to encour-
aye speculation, [t will be admitted that
if there be an industrs in which a man will
kpeevlate, it is that of mining, He i loved
on. Some men go out prospecting, led on
Iy that will-o'-the-wisp, gold. Those who
have not the capacity for undertaking pros-
peeting  are prepared to risk a certuin
amount of their eapital in the industry.

Hon. A, Lovekin: They have very little
spare capital left. Tt is all taken up in
taxation.

Hon, o, NICHOLSON: But this is the
poiat: Whilst a great deal of capital has,

by taxatien, heen taken out of the ordinary

channels of business and diverted into the
pockets of the Government, evea if a man
has any apare eapital he will not inveat it
in mining under the existing conditioms, or
indeed under the proposed conditions, un-
less a further extension of those nmendments
ix agreed upon, sc that an invegtor will not
be liable for taxation on shares that are
not worth the money demanded from him in
taxation. Jf the Government are going to
submit that a man taking shares in a com-
pany has to pay taxation on their assess-
ment, whether on the face value or on a
market quotation, or on a valuation fixed
by the Taxation bepartment, they will atill
prevent the speculative element from help-
ing the developmeant of the industry, and its
progress will be further retarded. The full-
est lelp should be given to the investment
of money in the mining industry. Those
who do invest, if they make a profit from
the sale of their shares should be taxed on
some less onerous basis than that which pre-
vails at present. I hope further considera-
tion will be given to this question. I real-
ise that the North-West, with which MMy,
Miles dealt so ably yesterday, is a territory
teeming with mineral possibilities, We have
to encourage people to go there and invest
their money. We want to see that terri-
tory opened uwp. One of the best means
of doing that is through mining, Tf some-
thing could he done to make mining still
more popular by removing some of the
handicaps at present imposed on investors,
we should help forward the development of
the State much more effectively than we
are doing at present. Amongst the Bills
it is proposed to deal with during the mes-
sion is & Main Roads Bill. T am pleased to
see that. T recently joined the Good Roads
Association. T admired the work they were
doing, and particularly the fine spirit and
enthusiasm displayed by the president, Mr.
Mallach, and the ex-president of the asso-
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ciation, Mr, Mead, as well as by the others,
and the heartiness with which they have
taken up the matter. I am glad the Min-
ister for Works bas gome into the guestion.
I hoje means will be devised of introducing
a Bill on the lines of the Victorian Main
Roads Aet. From what I can learn that
Act is the best foundation for a gimilar
Act in our State, It is proposed, also, to
introduce a ¥air Rents Bill. The Govern-
ment will make a mistake if they do that.
Some time age I read some comments on a
Rents Restriction Bill that was introduced
last April in the Home Parliament, and
which, although not a party question, al-
most affected the fate of the Government.
I bhelieve it was ultimately rejected. T
eould not say what the provisions of the
Bill were, but 1 take it they were probably
of the wame mature as those eontained in
the Bill to be submitted to us. Certain
meagures were introduced during the war,
but T think they have been either repealed
or their provisions have been relaxed. The
House of Lords has passed a Bill dealing
with the honsing scheme, That is a measure
entirely different from a Fair Rents Bill
I have a copy of the ‘fSpectator’’ refer-
ring to the Bill that was introduced by
Mr. Wheatley. It shows that the Bill waa
intended to carry out a big seheme for the
constronetion of houses, and eztending over
15 years.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Another State enter-
Pprise.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It is not a ques-
tion of State enterprise. Some things the
State can do better than the private indi-
vidual. When a diffieulty arises, such as
this one, in a closely populated country, it
is the duty of the State to come in, but I
maintain it is not its duty to cut from
under foot the activities of private indi-
viduala. It is not the function of the Gov-
ernment to enter into the brick or timber
industries. That is the duty of the private
individnal. Where the people are affected
and require help, and some organisation has
to be established for the relief of their
distress, then it is the proper funetion of
the Government to step in.

Hon. E, H. Gray: Would not your argu-
ment apply to high rents?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No. A few weeks
ago we had an indication as to how the
Government of South Awvstralia are meeting
the position of the scarcity of houses. They
have let a contract for the erection of 1,000
houses at a cost of about £636 each. The
Government of New Zealand have entered
into similar contracts. These two Govern-
meots are meeting the difficulty, not by
means of a Fair Rents Bill, but by provid-
ing the commodity required, namely, houses.

Hon. G. W, Miles: We do that with
workers’ homes.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON : Tt is not the same
thing. The question of rents, like the ques-
tion of any other ecommodity or food sup-
plies, is regulated by the law of supply and
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demand. All the Acts in creation will not
get over the difliculty, because they only
create further difficulties. If we were going
to improve the position by means of n Fair
Rentg Bill, ] shonld have no ohjeetion; but
instead of improving the position for the
man who requires a home, it will make it
more difficult for him to pet one.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Do you know what is
in the Fair Rents Bill?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No, but I assume
it contains proposals to fix the maximum
rent, or something of that sort.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It will restriet rob-
bery.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Then it ought to come
into the Criminal Code.

Hon. J. NXICHOLSOXN: The immediate
effeet of placing restrictiona on rents is
to restrict building, Tf we restrict building
it must mean the restriction of employ-
ment. Is it wise to pass a measure that
will have that effect? If we want to bhe
sensible people, let us pass a measure that
will ¢reate more employment, and will re-
lieve people of the distress under which they
are suffering through the seareity of houses.
The more houses we erect, the more will
there be available for those requiring them,
People who are charging high rents will
be pglad to reduce them in order to get
tenants. That would regulate rents, and
ensure that the rents are fair.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: How long will that
take?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That would de-
pend on how the Government proceeded
and what kind of houses they erected.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Rents would be
cheapened if more bricks were laid per
day.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: A rept restrie-
tion Bill would mean a restriction of
employment. I hope the action of South
Australia, New Zealand and the Old Coun-
try will be considered by the Government,
who should seek to meet the position in the
way these other Governments have found
most desirable. They have had the experi-
ence, and it i worth while thinking hard
before we make the position worse instead
of better. 1 hare tabled a motion in
connection with the health regulations. 1
bhave asked that certain regulations be
deleted. I noticed in the Budget Speech
of the Federal Treasurer that this matter
of health was referred to. He stated—

The Commonwealth Government has,
therefore, decided to appoint a Royal

Cummiasion on which both Commeon-

wealth and States will be represented

to consider the present system of health
legisiation and administration, and to
make a recommendation designed to
secure the most economical and efficient

resnlts, ineluding the elaboration of a

national policy which can be followed

by all authorities. The commission will
inquire into the question of public
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health geperally within the Common-
wealth. If possible, it will define the
proper functions of the Commonwealth
and States in order to prevent over-
lapping, and will ascertain in what diree-
tion the Commonwealth should move.
Tnquiry will also be mnde reparding
physival defects with a view to correc-
tive uction. The Director-General of
flealth 13 visiting the United States,
where he is to be the guest of the
Rockefeller Institute. He will also visit
most of the European courtries in order
that he may glean as much informatinn
as possible as to modern pracnce in
health matters. Cancer is producing an
increasing number of deaths in the Com-
monwealth, evenr more than tuberculosis,
and a sum of £5,000 has been placed on
the Estimates to begin a research into
the causation of this dread scourge.

Hon. A, Lovakin: We had better qualify
for that commission. T ecan see it is likely
to be profitable.

Hon. J. NICHOLS0ON: The Federal
Treasurer is a medieal man. If the Com-
monwealth Government think it is neces-
sary to have uniformity in these regula-
tions, and that the matter ghould be in-
quired into more exhaustively then has
been done in the past, notwithstanding
the confercnce that iwwas held some 15
monthe ago, it is not wnreasonable to ask
that our regulations should for the time
being, until the commission has furnished
its report, be withdrawn, If action be
taken by the Commonwealth Goveroment
with the concurrence of the State, and
aniform regulations are introduced, this
will remove a lot of the trouble which
presents itself hy one State baving one set
of regulations and another State a differ-
ent saet,

Hon. A. Lavekin: That is the position
to-day.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: Preciseiy. I sap-
port the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.43}:
In offering a few remarks on His Execel-
lency’s Speech, I wish especially to draw
attention to one matter. I refer to the
change made on this occasion in the open-
ing ceremony. That change seemed to me
a departure which should not meet with
the approval of the House and one which
ought not to be continned, T refer to the
fact that on this oceasion there was no
guard of honour, a feature which hitherto
has always been arsociated with the open-
ing of Parlinment. Nor was a Royal
salnte fired. It may he that these thinga
are regarded as old eustoms which should
no longer survive, But I personally feel
that in the paat those ceremonies worked
no ill effects npon the community, and T
regard them as part and parcel of the
system under which we have grown up.
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Therefure T hold that these ceremonies
should be jealously preserved. They are
inherent to a true recogpition of the
dignity of Parliament and the powers of
Parliament; and we should preserve those
old asseciations, and not allow aurselves
to be led awav by remarks sometimes
made by certain people, to the effect that
they do not care about ceremontes and
dignitics.  The ceremonies which have
bheen omitted earry with them much more
than appears on the surface. In my
opinion they go a long way towards help-
ing a young generation to be loyal to the
Throne and loyal to Parliament. There
is nothing more inspiring, T believe, than
the march past of an army, and the
spectacie of those in command taking the
salute; and gimilarly with the Navy. Let
vs come nearer home. Even the Labour
Party themselves have their marches
through our city atreets., The industrial-
ists are proud of their special trades and
their special distinetions, No good pur-
pose ia served by whittling away old
custorng which have heen familiar to us
from childhood, and which I feel sure do
good, T cannot for a moment imagine that
the consideration which led to the omis-
sion of the ceremonies alluded to is the
saving of the cost. Surely, even with all
our deficiencies and ghortcomings and
deficits, it has not yet become necessarv
to make such a paltry economy.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: The Government
were the cause of the omission,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: These old asso-
ciafions should not be discarded. I have
referred to the matter in order to show
where T stand and in order to draw the
attention of hon. members gencrally to the
omission,

Hon, E. H. Harris: The Government
might give good reasons for the omission.

Hon. V. IHAMERSLEY: If we kuew
their reasons, we might bring forward bet-
ter reasons for the retention of these old
customs. [ have not heard any member
during the present debate raise & question
as to whether or not the Address-in-reply
serves a good purpose. Personally I regard
this debate as affording a splendid oppor-
tunity for dealing with questionz which
have recently arisen, particularly during
and after a general election. We c¢an ali
feel glad thut on this occasion we have
Feard many outspoken opinions from mem-
bers of this House on the result of the gen-
vral election and the reasons for that re-
sult. As one who has heen for many years
assoviated with this Chamber, and with
various politieal parties, and also as one
who bas had a knowledge of the attitude
taken by the Press on the politieal questions
recently before the electors, T have heen
both enlightened and entertained to learn
from previons speakers that the Mitchell
Government did not suffer defeat chiefly at
the hands of the Country Parts, The Press
hns 1aid at the door of the Country Party



212

a charge that we were not giving to the
Mitchell Government that loyal support
which the (iovernment might have expected.
Further, the Press alleges it was entirely
due 1o the attitude of wome leading mem-
bers of the Conntry Party that the Mitchell
regime went under at the polls, However,
it is particularly satisfaetory to knmow that
the natioual supporters of Sir James Mit-
chell recognise the fact that thér had as
much to «o with his downfall as any other
section of tle commnnity—if not more,

Hon, A J. H. Saw: Who are the Na-
tional snpporters who said that?

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY: Mr, Holmes.

Hon, A, J. H. Saw: Mr, Holmes is not
a National supporter.

Hon. ¥V, HAMERSLEY: I understood
Mr. Ewing himself to acknowledge it.

Hon. J. Ewing: You did not understand
anything of the kind.

on. V. HAMERSLEY: It is within
their own ranks that the Mitchell Govern-
ment find the severest erities; but the eriti-
cism has ¢ome too late.

Hon, A, J. H. Saw: The Country Party
enme haek rather a ahattered army,

Hon. V. AMERSLEY: XNo; they came
baek stronger than they went hefore the
eleetors. Deapite the foct that they had
kept the Mitehell Government in power =o
long, their little family guarrel was used by
Sir James Mitchell and his followers as o
red herring.  The late Premier and his eol-
leagues did not go before the electors for
the purpose of giving an account of their
stewardship during the past three years, but
for the purpose of using the intermal dis-
sensions of the Country Party as a red
herring.  In the meantime they entirely
forgot to go around among their particular
supporlers and leok after their seats in
doubtful districts, seats which they might
have retained or secured had they given
more attention to their home fires. The
late Government might well have drawn r
fesson from the general election of three
Feara ago, when some of their most import-
ant seats were loat, though not necessarily
to Labour. Three years ago the electors
gave some little indication of what they
were smarting under, becanse the poliey of
aholishing State trading concerns and day
tabour undoubtedly had not heen carried
out. The Mitehell Government had pro-
mised that publie works ghould bhe carried
out by contract; but that promire was
never earried into effect. Certainly at this
general election the peaple shawed that they
had made up their minds no Jonger to sup-
port those whe had net carried out the
wishes of the country as expressed three
vears before,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Was it day lahour
that turned out Mr. Cartert

Hon, E. H, Harris: His trouble was lack
of trams in Leederville,

Hon. A. 1. H. Saw: Tt certainly was not
day labour.

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY: As T under-
stand the position, the Conntrv Party under-
took to support the Mitchell Government
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because of that Government ’s promise, made
to the electors, tbat they would place the
finanees of the State on a sounder and
better footing. They were to restore the
confidence of the investing public.  They
were to do away with State trading and
btate competition. They were to carry out
public works by contract instead of by day
labour. Those, I agree, were the wishes of
those sections of the community which sup-
ported the National Government. They have
been emphasised this afternoon by Mr.
Nicholson whe holds the same opinions as
Mr. Lovekin and others have expressed here.
Undoubtedly the essentisl thing is to re-
store the confidence of the investing publie.
How, 1. Ewing: Hag it not been dunet

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Probably it has
been done sinee the last general election.
in my opinion, however, it certainly has
not been done up to the present. Therefore
one hopes the best from the new Govern-
ment, of which Mr, Drew is the represeata-
tive in this Chamber. I welcome Mr. Drew
back to the House. I served here when he
was Leader previously; and 1 must say that
in view of the ehange of Government which
has occurred, there is no one I would rather
see leading this House than Mr. Drew. His
re-election gave me great pleasure. I also
welecome the other new members of the
Chamber, and sincerely hope that as time
goes on they, like many other good aud loyal
supporters of one party or another, will
realise that this is a broader-minded Cham-
ber than they were led to expeet, and par-
tieularly that this is pot a party House.
New members have come here with the in-
tention of making this Chamber a party
House. Some have even come here with
the intention of doing away with it.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I am glad I bave
not heard that put forward by any of the
new memnbers this session.

Hon, E. H. Gray: You will hear of it.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I hope, if those
views are held by new members, they will
niter them before they have been with us
very long. 1 am convinced that the Govern-
ment will recognise the neecessity of en-
deavouring to do what the late Government
failed in. namely, the restoration of confi-
dence on the part of tbe investing publie.
Tf Ministers take note of the remarks of
Mr, Nicholson and other members, and will
ndopt more rational methods than were dis-
played when in office before, they
will go far towards restoring con-
fidence in the 8tate and will probably
bave more than three wvears of offire
ahend of them. The State requires
confidence on the part of those who have
money to invest, more than anything else.
I regrat that almost the first action taken
hy the Government was the re-introduction
of the 44-honr week in favour of a section
of the Government emplovees,

Hon. W. H. Kitson: The Goverament
merely carried out their poliey.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The Government
also went out of their way to provide works
for the unemployed on the goldfields to give
the men n wage in excess of that ruling in
the mines and in the service of the muni-
eipal authoritien. The scale of wages on
the mines represents 13s. 6d. a day, while
the men working undergrovnd ¢et 14s. a
day. ‘The men employved by the wonbsipal
authorities get 153, & day for a week of
48 hours. The Government, however, paid
the men on relief works at the rate of 16s.
a day tor a week of 44 hours. If the in-
formation I have received on that point
be correct, that action of the Government
will not temd to restore confidence.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They set a good ex-
ample.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I do not know
that it is a good example.

Hon, W. H. Kitson: But iz your infor-
mation correcti

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: That is what I
was told.

Hon, E. H. Harris: The rate ia 2s. 034,
an hour.

lion. W, H. Kitson:
per week or per day?

Hon, E. H. Harris: The men are paid
by the hour.

Hon. W. H. Kitson; They are paid a
daily rate for an 8-hours’ day.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member desires the Minister to reply to his
point.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: What 1 desire
tn point out is that the Government have
gone behind the back of the Arbitration
Court and have fixed a rate in excess of that
obtaining on the fields.

Hon. W. H, Kitson: Do you think 13s.
8d. a day is enought?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: What 1 do think
ja that if the Government start with a rate
of 16a. a day, they will close down the
mines. That i3 a most important aspect.
After the Arbitratisn Court has thrashed
the matter out, and come to a decisidn as to
the wages to be paid so that the mines may
live———

Hon, W, H, Kitson: It is net a avestion
of mines living, but of men.

Hon. V. HAMERSELEY: T am afraid the
effect will be to throw men out of work,
for they will lrare the minea and join the
ranks of the unemployved so as to receive
the Government dnles.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The ¢mployment wro
viled is only temporary.

Hon., V. HAMERSLEY: I remember,
years ago, when the Labour Government
were in power, fres meals were provided for
the nueniployed in Perth. Workers through-
eut the conntry acon threw up their johs,
drew what money they possessed or was ow-
ing to them, and came to the city to have
a joltv good time. They believed that if
free meals were =available, they should
bhave some of them.

Hon. E. H. Gray: You arc not serions.

What is the rate
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Hon. F, E. 8, Willmott; That is why the
TLabour Government shut down on those
meals. They found Ehi= ont.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: If the Govern-
ment desire to provide relief works, thay
should not pay a higher wage than is fixed
for the lowest class of work in conmection
with mining, or they will destroy confidence
in the industry. I congratulate Mr. Kii-
son on the speech he delivered when moving
the ado)tion of the Address-in-reply. He
referred to the necessity for the establish-
ment of a high gchool at Fremantle. An
enormous amount of money iz spent annually
in connection with education, and, as men-
tioned by Mr, Nicholson, some of it is not
spent in the best directions. We have a vast
territory to develop, and it is far more im-
portant to foster agricultural edacation
than to establish high schools in Fremantle
and other large centres. 1 congratulate the
Government on their decision to further the
proposal of the late Government regarding
the establishment of an agrieultural ccllags.
I had hoped that the site for that imstitu-
tion woutd be selected at some =pot be-
tween York and Northam or Beverley. I
have been told that the Government have
practically decided upon the site, and I
trust that the area selected will provide
ample troom for the erection of an up-to-
date ipstitution, where the State will be in
a position to give students a course of agri-
cuttural edueation that will be welcomed by
the people. In my opiniom it i3 essentia}
that s aite, such as those along the
of the Avon River, should be chosen, so
that e study of irrigation and dairying may
be added to the curriculum. I de not kmow
whether the Governmient have that matter
under compiderntion, but it is in that diree-
tion that a great deal of good can be done
for the youths of to-day. Such expenditure
wonld be much more advantageous than
lavish expenditure on secondary education
in our larger centres. The Governor’s
Speech indicates the intention of the Gov-
ernment to introduce legislation affecting
closer settlement and alse an alteration im
the land tax. I will deal with those meas-
urey when they come before the Chamber in
due course. I hope the Government will
realise, however, that redueed, rather than
inereased, taxation i3 required to enconrage
people to proceed with the development of
the conntry. In South Africa reduced taxa-
tion is imposed upon peopte who spend their
money in introducing better stock into the
Tnion, and South Afriea has secored enor-
mous prices for her stud sheep a3 = result
of that policy. The faet that sheep of
guch a description have heen grown in
South Africa means a greater return to the
country than the taxation that might have
been imposed by the Government. Possibly
in that direction the Government may find
it advisable to encourage the pastoral in-
dustry and also other industries as well.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Wyndham Meat
Worzs are doing that in conneetion with
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cattle.
doing.
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : T recognise that.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

It is the only good thing they are

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

RETURN—WATER CARBIAGE
SUBSIDY.

Mr. LATHAM (York) 4.34): I move—

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing the amounts paid
to the Raillway Department, as a subsidy
by the Treasury, for waler carted over
the railways for the use of settlers in the
agriculiural area for the years 1988.23,
1923-24,

This is only a formal motion, and I do
not think
Mr, SPEAKER: It being formal, the

hon. member cannot speak to it.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I think the
motion might well be extendad.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member cam-
not discuss it.

The Minister for Landa: But if the hon.,
member wishes to raise an objection——

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1T rose to dis-
cuss the motion.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss it. He can raise an objection to
it. Does he object to it?

Hon. W. D. JOBNSON: Yes, I object to
the motion in its present form.

Mr. SPEAKER: ‘Then it <annot be
further entertained at this stage.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Richardson, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Sir James
Mitehell (Northam) on the ground of ill-
health; and to Mr. Teesdale (Roebourne)
on the ground of vrgent private business.

[ASSEMBLY,]

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Sizth Day.
- Debate resumed from the previons day.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [4.37): I find it
wyre diffienlt to speak from the Ministerias
side than from the Opposition side. Where-
as when in Opposition we were free to offer
destructive critieismn, when one ir standing
behind the Government he s expected to
bring forward something constructive. Since
last session our party has been before the
people and they have returned vs to power
with & mandate. The policy speech put
forward by the then Leader of the Op-
position, now the Premier, has been en-
dorsed by the people. This leaves but little
for members on this side to speak upon.
Reading the Governor’s Speech we realise
that it is our own policy. Consequently,
the ground is cut from under the feat of
members on this side. Some Bills fore-
shadowed in the Speech have been bhefore
us on previous occasions and, although
passed in this Chamber, have been slaugh-
tered in the other House, or at all events
mutilated beyond recognition. I hope whea
they are again dealt with this session they
will meet with a better fate. With two ex.
ceptions my remarks will be confined largely
to questions affecting my own electorate. In
the Speeck it is proposed to bring down a
Land Taxation Bill and a Closer Nettle-
ment Bill, I was pleased with the utter-
ance of the member for Toodyay (Mr. Lind-
gay) the otber night, and I feel sure that
when the Closer Settlement Bill comes down
that hon. member will support it. Certainly
his deductions in respect of it were perfectly
sound. When the member for York (Mr.
Latham) made his maiden speech in the
House he also was in Favour of that mezs-
ure.

Mr, Latham: He is in favour of it now.

Mr. CHESSON: No, I rather fancy he
has slipped from grace. On the earlier oc-
casion he put up a very able speech and
gshowed that he was in favonr of land
values taxation.

Mr, Latham: No, no.

Mr. CHESSON:  But since then, as 1
day, he appears to have changed his views,

Mr, Latham: ¥ou will find me sapport-
ing the ecloser settlement policy, but not
that of land values taxation.

Mr. CHESSON: T am going to make a
claim on behalf of my electorate. I con-
tend that if land values taxation is intro-
duced, connected with that should be a re-
duction of railway freights. Freights play
a big part in the development of the outer
goldfields. A large portion of the revenus
to be derived from land values taxation
should be earmarked for the reduction of
railway freights. Under our present system
of railway freights, the further out a man
is the more he is penalised. The people of
the metropolitan area &c not pay much in
railway freights.

Mr. Clydesdale: They pay their share.,



